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offered six hundred men from Zobeir to begin on
the bund from the Shaiba end. Instead of accept-
ing them with joy, he left the letter unanswered for
a fortnight, and then waited another week before
sending an officer to get them started, not upon the
Shaiba Bund, but upon the Zobeir end of the rail-
way embankment. These six hundred were now
working back from the Shaiba end under TerrelFs
supervision, but they would be just as helpless when
they reached the old Euphrates bed as we were. If
the Irrigation Officer had only set them to work
when they were first offered to him, the whole of
this dangerous gap would at least have been bridged
by a light section of earthwork before the rain came,
but we knew nothing of this at the time : our only
concern was what to do now.
We came to the conclusion during our ride back
that we must at all costs push a line of some sort
across the desert to Shaiba before the floods came
down. It was true that with any luck the old
Euphrates bed ought to dry before then, but we
dared not take the risk. More rain might come at
any time, and earthwork might again be made
impossible. Nothing must stand in the way of
running some kind of dry causeway across to the
Shaiba ridge which would at least provide a foot-
hold for the men in case it rained again. It was
of course very tempting to keep our newly organ-
ised labour on the first seven miles of the bund and
to complete it to full section while the Euphrates
bed was drying. But what would be the good
of a full-sized embankment stretching out for
seven miles across the desert, if two miles were still
unbridged and the whole Euphrates flood came
pouring through it ?